
1 
 

Charlottesville & Albemarle County Joint Vision and Goal 
Language 

Final February 19, 2013 

  

Economic Development 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County recognize the necessity of vibrant regional economic 
relationships and will work together toward a strong, diversified economy creating stability and 
opportunities for advancement in our communities.  
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Continue to coordinate staff efforts to support regional economic development, 
including collaboration with the University of Virginia. 

 Improve opportunities for employment centers that are connected to community 
amenities, housing, and services in the City and in the County’s Development Areas. 

 Coordinate with education partners – elementary, middle, high schools, as well as PVCC 
and CATEC – to provide training for locally based jobs. 

 Support a range of businesses in identified target industry areas (bioscience & medical, 
business & financial, information technology & defense, and agribusiness). 

 Encourage land use practices and policies that promote vibrancy in the local economy 
through cultural industries including heritage tourism, entertainment, agritourism, local 
food, and art, and entertainment. 

 Improve opportunities for entrance and re-entry into, and advancement within the 
workforce by encouraging a diversity of training and placement programs designed to 
help all citizens, regardless of education or income, secure and retain jobs in our 
community.  

 Identify opportunities for small businesses and entrepreneurship and develop policies 
that encourage innovation.  

 

Entrance Corridors 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will work together to more consistently enhance the visual 
quality and multi-modal experiences along the corridors.  
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Enhance communication among the University of Virginia and, City and County Boards 
and Commissions related to proposed changes within Entrance Corridors and other 
shared boundaries. 

 Create distinctive destinations and places  through multiple means such as landscaping 
and urban area walkability  

 Establish a consistent approach to signage. 

 Coordinate continuity of corridor guidelines between the City and County. 
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 Enhance and improve the scenic and historic character of each corridor, while 
connecting historic resources – such as Monticello, Ashlawn-Highland, the University of 
Virginia, and Court Square – within the community. 
 

Environment 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will continue to promote a community of green 
neighborhoods, healthy waterways, clean air, and sustainable natural resources. 
 
To do this for each aspect of the environment, the City and County will: 

 Air Quality 
o Encourage multi-modal transportation and focus development and redevelopment 

in urban areas that are supported by multi-modal transportation facilities that will 
help to reduce emissions of air pollutants and greenhouse gases. 

o Encourage industries to be clean and environmentally responsible.  

 Water Quality 
o Protect drinking water supplies, and associated watershed protection areas. 
o Improve water quality of all of our waterways. 
o Recognize the connection between land use practices and water quality in decision 

making. 
o Coordinate actions intended to address and meet all appropriate water quality 

standards. 

 Stormwater 
o Improve stormwater infrastructure and reduce stormwater runoff.  
o Encourage low-impact development techniques and practices through land 

development regulations, education, and incentives. 

 Agriculture 
o Improve the viability of local agriculture through concentrating development in the 

city areas identified for greater intensity of use and higher densities and county 
development areas while strengthening measures that protect agriculture in the 
rural areas.  

o Recognize the shared interests between the City and County in promoting a strong 
local food economy. 

 Vegetation and Biodiversity 
o Recognize the benefits of biological diversity and encourage the retention and use of 

native plants. 
o Encourage establishment, maintenance, and replenishment of urban tree canopy in 

the developed areas, as a means of promoting urban green space, as well as 
supporting stormwater runoff reduction efforts 

 Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
o Continue to develop resource and energy conservation strategies and practices 

applicable to both public and private facilities. 

 Disposal Practices 
o Promote re-use and recycling. 
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o Encourage programs to eliminate roadside litter. 

Historic Preservation 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will enhance the historic character of the region by 
fostering community awareness of our historic and cultural resources and promoting the 
preservation of designated structures and areas. 
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Prepare and maintain coordinated information detailing requirements, responsibilities 
and support programs for eligible, significant and designated resources. 

 Collaborate on tourism outreach related to historic resources. 

 Prepare, maintain, and make publically available  a single map of formally designated 
City and County historic resources to be made available as a layer on both city and 
county data systems. 

 Encourage designation of historic buildings, sites, districts, structures and objects 
through state and federal programs. 

 Encourage local historic designations where appropriate in cooperation with 
neighborhoods. 

 Collaborate with the University of Virginia, Ashlawn-Highland, and Monticello and other 
community organizations on historic preservation matters. 

 

Housing 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will each have a range of housing types that support 
various incomes, ages, and levels of mobility. These housing types should be connected to 
community amenities, parks, trails and services in the City and in the County’s Development 
Areas. 
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Develop joint City-County housing goals, both for market-priced and affordable units. 

 Explore the idea of a Regional Housing Authority. 

 Encourage mixed income communities. 

 Facilitate collaboration and coordination among various housing staff, committees, 
builders and organizations to ensure an appropriate range of housing choices for all 
community members.  

 Develop policies to encourage housing opportunities suitable for healthy aging and for 
people with disabilities, located in close proximity to community services and amenities, 
recreational resources and connected to multi-modal transportation corridors.  

 Promote housing located near employment centers in the City and County Development 
Areas and optimal multi-modal transportation links between those areas and major 
employment centers. 

 Increase the range of housing type choices, focusing especially on the creation of 
additional workforce (60%-120% AMI), affordable housing (25%-60% AMI), and deeply 
affordable (0%-25% AMI) units in the City and the County.  
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Land Use 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will support neighborhoods and places that allow 
residents to live, work, and play near their homes and where attention to the character of new 
development and redevelopment enhances quality of life. 
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Encourage development and redevelopment in areas of the City identified for increased 
density and greater intensity of use, and in County Development Areas where 
appropriate in order to preserve open space, rural areas, and agricultural areas. 

 Promote land use patterns that encourage multi-modal transportation opportunities. 

 Coordinate City and County Development Areas land use and infrastructure policies. 

 Maintain the distinct character of the Rural Areas. 

 As a means of decision coordination, continue to actively participate in the Planning and 
Coordination Council (PACC), which brings City, County and University leaders together 
to discuss issues of common concern and interest. 

 Establish policies that provide for consideration of development effects on the 
neighboring locality and shared community resources. 

 Create a unified vision for land uses adjacent to the Rivanna River that supports the 
river corridor as a destination while ensuring the protection and improvement of the 
river’s water quality. 

 

Parks and Recreation 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will provide a system of high quality public parks, 
recreation facilities and programming to meet the needs of all residents of the community. 
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Share community visions. 
o Explore shared use facilities as a first option when contemplating new or 

replacement recreation facilities within either jurisdiction. 
o Explore the possibility of a Regional Park Authority to manage shared resources 

including, but not limited to Ivy Creek Natural Area and Darden Towe Park. 
o Develop and implement a shared vision for parks, trails and recreation 

opportunities associated with the Rivanna River. 
o Work with the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to 

develop a shared vision for recreation opportunities associated with Biscuit Run 
State Park. 

 Encourage healthy choices among all of our residents. 
o Create multi-modal connections to and between parks and recreation areas and 

employment centers.  

 Coordinate shared parks and recreation resources. 
o Utilize existing Needs Assessment documents to initiate a dialogue on meeting 

recreation needs.  
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o Evaluate existing user fees associated with all parks, facilities and programs to 
explore reciprocity programs. 

o Coordinate with UVA to identify both active and passive recreation opportunities 
that may be shared with the larger community. 

o Create a common city/county park, recreation and programming "amenity 
matrix", and an associated map of amenity locations.  

o Create a regional plan to address need for additional recreational fields. 
 

Transportation 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County will promote regional multi-modal and accessible 
transportation options. 
 
To do this, the City and County will: 

 Coordinate transportation planning between Charlottesville, Albemarle County, and the 
University of Virginia through the Metropolitan Planning Organization by; 

o Storing transportation data in the same format. 
o Coordinating collection of transportation data to facilitate sharing information 

among Charlottesville, Albemarle County, the University of Virginia, and the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

 Increase and expand transit network efficiency and use. 

 Coordinate building the sidewalk network across City-County boundaries and addressing 
barriers to pedestrian connectivity. 

 Provide community education regarding transportation options. 

 Collaborate to strengthen intrastate and interstate rail and air transportation 
opportunities. 

 Coordinate to provide and enhance multi-modal connections between employment 
centers and areas of high residential density. 

 Create dedicated bike-pedestrian connections across physical barriers within 
community. 

o Rivanna River 
o Route 250 – East and West 
o Interstate 64 
o Railroad network 
o City and VDOT system connection 
o Route 29 


