Homelessness in the TJPDC 

On January 25, 2006, TJACH was able to locate 173 people who were homeless. Based on the nature and population of the region, the widely accepted methodology of Martha R. Burt of the Urban Institute would predict a total homeless population of no less than 257 people.


Using a broader definition of homelessness, Homeless Liaisons reported 314 homeless children in area schools. The Homeless Census found only 15 children that met the more stringent HUD definition of homeless.  No data is available on these near-homeless families that “double up,” but a conservative estimate of 1 adult for each 2 children yields 441 people in near-homeless families.
Chronic Homelessness

Of the 173 people found homeless on January 25, 2006, 46 were chronically homeless (5 unsheltered, 15 in the Region Ten Dual Recovery Center, 5 in the Mohr Center, 20 at PACEM, 1 at the Salvation Army.  ASG had 4 clients enrolled in their housing program, but did not identify them as chronically homeless at that time). 

Between October 2005 and May 2006, PACEM provided shelter to 74 chronically homeless men and hotel vouchers for 19 chronically homeless women.  This is a total of 93 people chronically homeless who were not enrolled in an existing housing program. Adding this number to the number housed by ASG (22) and the Dual Recovery Center (15) yields a population of no less than 130 chronically homeless persons.

Shelter Statistics

The estimated population figures above are conservative. Actual figures of shelter provided are significantly higher.

· In the first 6 months of 2006, the Salvation Army provided 10,078 bed nights of shelter to 1,268 people. 

· In the winter of 2005-2006, PACEM provided 5,813 bed nights of shelter to 237 people

2006 Point In Time Count and Homeless Census

Based on the 16 surveys of chronically homeless people in 2006:

Compared to other homeless persons, the chronically homeless were more likely to feel they have needed mental health treatment, but slightly less likely to be receiving it. 









Chronic 
Other

Ever needed mental health treatment 



63%

44%

Currently receiving mental health treatment


13%

19%

Ever needed substance abuse treatment


63%

25%

Currently have a problem with substance abuse

33%

14%



Currently employed 





20%

47%


Income from employment last 30 days


47%

66%


Average time spent in the hospital in the previous year
5.3 days
3.1 days

A homeless person is defined as:


1.) An individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence; or 2.) An individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is a.) A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations; b.) An institution that provides temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized; or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.





Minors are also considered homeless when they are: Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; … are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;





A "chronically homeless" person is defined as "an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more, or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years."








