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Executive Summary 
 
The Town of Mineral is ideally located in Louisa County surrounded by the rolling Central 
Piedmont region near the heart of Virginia in the prosperous Richmond, Charlottesville, 
Fredericksburg triangle.  The region is predominantly farm and forestlands, mixed with business, 
industrial, and residential properties.   
 
The Town and its commercial center, the Mineral Avenue Corridor, developed to meet the needs 
of the local mining industry in the late 19th century.  Mineral became a mining boomtown and 
continued to grow for the first three decades of the 20th century.  Unfortunately, the local 
industry experienced reduced production and hence a decline that gradually forced mines to 
close and the economy to stagnate.  In the 1970�s the construction of the nuclear plant and 
development of Lake Anna caused Mineral to experience a modest boost, but not enough to 
reclaim the glory of the early 20th century.  Mineral, and its commercial center, survives as a 
sleepy town supported by residents who commute to the surrounding towns and cities and 
travelers on their way to Lake Anna. 
 
The Mineral Avenue Corridor Revitalization Plan is a product of a four-month class planning 
process and was prepared to help stimulate and guide revitalization of the Mineral Avenue 
Corridor and to recognize the value of Mineral�s unique mining and architectural heritage.  The 
plan�s study area consists of the Mineral Avenue commercial corridor, the primary, historic, 
commercial center of the Town. 
 
To determine the potential for commercial revitalization previous studies of the area were 
reviewed, stakeholder interviews were conducted, traffic count information was compiled and 
analyzed, urban design and physical opportunities were examined, as well as a detailed retail 
market analysis.  Based on the findings, revitalization recommendations and approaches have 
been developed for the study area with specific design enhancements, management techniques, 
organizational and promotional strategies, and a detailed action plan that defines steps required 
to achieve revitalization goals.  The strategies and action plan that is detailed assumes the 
utilization of the Main Street Program approach.  A local Main Street Program is a proven 
approach that will help to grow existing businesses, attract new businesses, and reinforce other 
economic development activities. 
 
Designed as the grand boulevard of a former mining town, the Mineral Avenue Corridor is 
envisioned as an attractive and vibrant center of business and civic activity that includes retail 
businesses and nationally recognized historic destinations that benefit the surrounding residential 
communities and the cultural tourist.  For the project to be a success, the revitalization process 
will require strong commitments and investments from all sectors of the community. 
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